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Between Legal History and Palaeography: A Study
on the Management of Judicial Documents in the Qin Dynasty
Based on the Texts Excavated in Liye, Hunan Province

Akira Momiyama
Toyo Bunko, Japan

The recently excavated texts from the city cite of Liye in modern-day Hunan
Province have given us a great amount of new information on the legal system of
Qianling county in the Qin dynasty. This paper shed light on the management of
judicial documents from the viewpoint of palaeography. In the Qianling county judicial
documents as well as other official records were written on wooden slips or tablets and
bound together to form shu (bundles) or ce (booklets). They were kept in a si (storage
box) after their primary function ended, and a wooden display tag was attached onto
the si for future reference. We can describe the legal procedure of a Qin local court as a
collective of various forms of documents. The condition where all the necessary
documents were ready to give a decision was called juyu (completed judicial
documents), which appears in several received historical sources. The excavated texts
of Liye are highly valued for its significance as primary historical materials which were

actually used in the judicial field.

Keywords: excavated texts of Liye, palaeography, shu (bundle), tag, juyu

(completed judicial documents)
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