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A Study of Bai Jii Yi’s Bai-Dao Legal Precedent
Den-wu Chen

Department of History, National Taiwan Normal University

The so-called “Pan” questions comprised one subject area in the
examinations for selecting scholars for government service during the T’ang
Dynasty. The “Pan” questions were usually formulated from the lawsuits or cases
recorded in the historical literature. Written by Bai Jii Yi, the “Bai-Dao” legal
precedent was an exercise in composition completed after he passed the
preliminary examination but before he partook in the final examinations held by
the Judiciary. This legal precedent was so popular that it was later considered an
exemplary model of judicial decision-making and circulated by the examinees.
However, it would be misleading to regard the “Bai-Dao” as an official collection
of legal precedents.

The scope of the “Bai-Dao legal precedent” consisted of two categories. The
first category dealt with criminal cases and cases of negligence due to the
administration. The second category focused on the maintenance of order and law
under Confucianism. Those lawsuit cases belonging to the first category reflected
Bai Jii Y1’s law-abiding character. Lawsuit cases in the second category reflected
his commitment to uphold the ethical code under Confucianism.

The origins and categorization of lawsuit cases often affected the final
verdict. If the lawsuit case originated from a legal document, the verdicts were
usually based on these legal standards. If lawsuit cases were taken from Confucian
texts, Bai Ji Yi’s analysis was usually in accordance with the instructions handed
down from the ancient Chinese sages. If, however, these lawsuit cases were from
ancient historical records, Bai Jii Yi used his personal judgment and conviction to

expound his argument.

Keywords: history of the Chinese legal system, Bai Jii Yi, Bai-Dao legal
precedent, adjudication by Confucianists, legal interpretation
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