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Ethical Relationships as Seen in the Case of Adultery
Recorded in the Judicial Case Anthology Unearthed
from the Han Tomb No. 247 at Zhangjiashan,
in Jiangling, Hubei Province

[-tien Hsing

Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica

The first pért of this paper examines the case of adultery described in the
judicial case anthology recorded on the inscribed wooden slips nos. 180-196 found
in the Han tomb no. 247 at Jiangjiashan, in Jiangling, Hubei province. A
translation of this text into modern Chinese is provided at the end of this section.
The difficulties in translating and interpreting this text are also pointed out in this
section.

The second part attempts -to show that the Confucian mourning system
comprised of five degrees of mourning was a new construction based on traditional
mourning rituals developed during the Warring States period. This system of
prescribed mourning dress and periods of mourning did not become the ethical
principle in the legal system until the Taishi legal reform during the Jin Dynasty in
AD 267. The final part of this article raises questions about the ethical principles
which guided the pre-Jin legal system.

Keywords: adultery, legal texts of Zhangjiashan, judicial case anthology,

mourning system
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